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Lafarge Malaysia launches
construction development lab
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PETALING JAYA: Lafarge Malaysia
Bhd launched its construction
development laboratory (CDL), the
first in Southeast Asia, demonstrat-
ing the company’s commitment to
“building better cities” in Malaysia.

The CDL, the sixth in the world, is
strategically located in the Klang
Valley and aims to promote con-
struction efficiency by adapting in-
novative solutions to better meet
Malaysian consnuctioa and build-
ing needs. .

Lafarge Malaysia president and. y
chief executive officer Bradley Mul-
roney said the company is commit-
ted to contributing towards sustain-
' able construction by providing the
Malaysian construction industry, |
with solutions that can help p"te— |
‘mote construction efficiency.

"lheCDLwll!enableustotest.. %
adapt and tailor innovative solu- |
tions developed by the group’s. re-

expettsfmmwononaregtﬂarbasis. .

who will be instrumental in tech-

nology transfer to Malaysia. _ es hief
“Through the CDL, Lafargelsahle Mu 1 1 i

“to tap into its group’s global expe- '_Mmadmandl‘afargwﬁ% dent of marketing

rience and technical know-how for Shirley Low at the CDL Iaanch yesterdqy Pic ﬁmm

the benefit ofthe:lmal construction ! £

industry,” Mulroney said at'the CDL

launch, here,

yesterday. { :

‘Hesaid the CDL will alsoserve asa rchitects, dev ; ' ;
collaboration hub for Lafargga_ u €1S can oometomthertopax— its CDL in bmsﬁng mnerete tech-
Malaysia towork closely with stake- ticipate in the development and  nology.” A i
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A hazy view of Kuala Lumpur which recorded an Air Pollutant Index reading of 82 at 11am yesterday. Pic by

Sairien Nafis

‘Good’ API readings

KUALA LUMPUR: Despite the haze,
most areas nationwide recorded
“good” Air Pollutant Index (API)
readings, with the exception of Port

In Port Klang, the API as of 11lam
was an “unhealthy” 104.

Meanwhile, good and moderate
readings were seen in other areas in
Klang Valley and nationwide.

Meteorological Department com-

mercial and corporate services di-
vision director Dr ‘Mohd Hisham
Mohd Anip said the haze was be-
cause of local pollution and low
rainfall, which contributed to a thin
layer of haze occurring in certain
areas.

“The haze is likely because of local
activities, such as smoke emitted
from factories, vehicles and air-
borne dust. 1

“The situation is still under con-
trol and is not too serious at present.

The wind has been quite strong,
greater than 10 knots per hour for
the past couple of weeks since the

* dry spell began early this month,”

said Hisham. -

He said the strong wind helped
disperse the haze, but warned if the
wind weakened, the haze became
stagnant. :

“However, the bad haze we ex-
perienced yesterday morning was
because of slower wind speeds. The
situation gradually improved as the
wind speed picked up.

“We will continue to monitor the
situation and measures will be taken
if API readings continue recording
unhealthy conditions after 72
hours.”

He said the nation would not be
expecting rainfall until next week,
except for isolated showers in inland -
areas because of the southwest mon-
500N Season.

Meanwhile, the department is
monitoring the El Nino phe-
nomenon by getting information
from international research centres,
such as the Japan Meteorological
Agency, United States’ National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-"
istration Climate Prediction Centre

~and the Australian Bureau of Me-

teorology.

*Any developments will be an-
nounced to the authorities for fur-
ther action,” said Hisham.

“Malaysia would be experiencing
less rainfall during the southwest
monsoon.

“During this season, we will ex-
perience a low rainfall of between
75mm and 150mm this month in the
peninsula, which is 20-40 per cent
lower than normal.”

The southwest monsoon season,
which began late May, will continue
till early September.






