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ElNino @
to peak in
first quarter

of the
'HEAT WAVE:
Country to be

hotter by up to.
2°C, says Met Dept

- SIM BAK HENG
. KUALA TERENGGANU
5 news@nst.com.my

ALAYSIA will be hotter by

up to2°C in the first quarter

Lof the year as the El Nino

effect reaches its peak, meteorolo-

gists concluded after evaluating

several global weather forecast mod-
els.

The El Nino effect hit the country

last year, causing unusually high

~temperature and lower-than-ex-

pected rainfall during the monsoon -

Seasorn.

_Meteorological Department direc-
tm~general Datuk Che Gayah Ismail

d the sea surface temperature

(SST) in the Pacific Ocean was rising,
with the SST at the Nino 34 region at
2.7°C above average in the last week
of last month.

“The hot and dry weather we are
experiencing in Kedah, Perlis and
Penang will spread throughout the

ear

peninsula by the end of the month
and drag on until the end of March
as the El Ning is gaining momen-
tum. The same will happen in
Sabah, and in Limbang and Min di-
visions in Sarawak.

“We are experiencing a stmﬂgm:ﬁi W
Nino than in 1997/1998. On average,
we will see temperature of between
0.5°C and 2°C higher than the av: -3
erage throughout the country in ﬂ!‘e
first quarter of the year.”

Rainfall in Perlis, Penang, Kedah,
Kelantan, Terengganu, northern
Perak and northern Pahang are ex-
pected to be lower than the average
level this month.

Selangor, central and southern |

Perak, Negn Sembilan and Malacca
will receive rainfall slightly lower
than the average level, while south-
ern Pahang and Johor will receivean
average level of rainfall.

In Sarawak, Sibu, Bintulu, Miri,
Limbang and Kapit are expected to
receive rainfall slightly lower than
the average level while other divi-
sions will receive an average level of
rainfall.

Sabah will receive rainfall below
the average level except in the in-
terior. >

Che Gayah said Perlis, Kedah and
Penang will be drier than other
states.
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