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PRIME NEWS

LAB TESTS:
Malacca concoction
said to be able to
cure 15 illnesses

————————————
ROSHIDI ABU SAMAH
MALACCA
roshidignst.commy

HE much-touted Kampung
TPengka!an Batu “magical
herbal drink” that can pur-
portedly cure 15 types of illnesses,
including diabetes, is safe for con-
sumption.
Malacca Health Department di-
rector Datuk Dr Ghazali Othman

said tests conducted by the Chem-
istry Department on samples of the
drink found that there were no dan-
gerous or banned substances.

He said 12 samples had been sent
in three batches to the department’s
laboratory in Petaling Jaya, Selan-
gor, in September, October and De-
cember last year to be

“Among the tests conducted were
those to detect the presence of sex
stimulants, steroids and drugs.

“The results are negative., The
drink is safe for consumption,” he
said yesterday.

It was reported that the drink was
concocted by former school garden-
er Anuar Hashim, 59, from Kam-
pung Pengkalan Batu, Batu Beren-
dam, here.

Anuar said the drink was made

Muhammad Hatim Ab Manan

from boiling the leaves of a “secret
plant® and no chemical additives
were added o the product.

Besides diabetes, the drink is also
said to be able to cure piles, hy-

pertension and stroke.

On the drink’s alleged healing
properties, Dr Ghazali said a specific
test for the purpose would have to be
carried out separately.

“The Health Ministry and Chem-
istry Department do not conduct
such tests. They are usually carried
out by university researchers and
interested industry players.”
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A common medium

THE recently-released Academy of

&mgéaﬁy the section on

harnessing strategic global allianc-
es, states “scientists should be
positioned as torch bearers to
drive international scientific col-
laborations towards acquiring,
sharing and utilising knowledge
that resides anywhere in the
world to connect the scientific
community and their endeavours
meaningfully.”

We all know that for the above
to be achieved there must be a
common medium of communicat-
ing scientific innovations. In this
case, that medium is the language
of STEMM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Mathematics and
Medicine) which is English.

Therefore, let us ponder a little
on the role of the English language
in this matter and pose a few
questions.

But before that, we would like
to take this opportunity to congrat-
ulate chemical engineering
experts, Prof Dr Bassim H.
Hameed from Universiti Sains
Malaysia and Prof Datuk Ir Dr
Wan Ramli Wan Daud and Prof Dr
Siti Khatum Kamarudin, both of

Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia
(UKM), for being honoured among
the “World's Most Influential
Minds in 2015”. May they continue
to reap greater success.

What was the language used to
present their research findings? If
it was English, then it has to be
English at a level that has to be
well understood by the panel that
evaluated their application and
research.

In order to do that, applicants
for such awards have to be profi-
cient in the scientific language
required.

What was the language of the
main sources of reference? If it
was English, then the person
sourcing for these reference mate-
rials would require a good com-
mand of the language in order to
get the most accurate information
from these sources.

Again, congratulations on the
publications of the various
research findings of UKM students
and Indonesia which were written
in Bahasa Malaysia. Equally
important is the citation of these
articles. Publications in Bahasa
Malaysia have a limited audience
- referred to by scholars in

Malaysia, Indonesia and maybe
Brunei Darussalam (the latter uses
English to teach science and there-
fore is more likely to refer to arti-
cles in English). Although this is an
achievement, it is not good
enough. Scholarly articles from
Malaysia have to reach beyond the
shores of these countries and
English plays a major role in this.
Time and experience have
shown that those with good
English skills have a higher level
of confidence in presentations at
international conferences and
gatherings compared to those who
cannot speak in English. Poor lan-
guage level not only mars the
presentation but may also cause a
lack of understanding on ques-
tions and issues raised.
Experience has also shown that
teaching a language as a subject
does not produce the same lan-
guage proficiency compared to
using the language to teach a sub-
ject. Using it in the teaching of sci-
ence provides the required lan-
guage - jargon and terminology -
needed, and saves students from
having to translate what they are
learning, if they were required to,
in the language that is internation-

ally accepted as an official lan-
guage, that is, English.

Let us not deprive the younger
generation the opportunity of
reaching out beyond our local con-
text including Indonesia and
Brunei. A researcher in science
does not lose out if he/she can
speak and present his/her findings
in more than one language. In
fact, he would gain admiration
and respect from the international
community where the current lan-
guage of science and knowledge is
English. Even the French and
German languages cannot com-
pete with English in the context of
the rapid discoveries in the scien-
tific world.

Do bear in mind that the official
languages of the United Nations
are Arabic, Chinese, English,
French, Russian and Spanish.

Anything presented in languag-
es other than these will not be
able to be served with official
simultaneous translation services
in UN conferences or its affiliated

_ organisations’ support.

DATIN NOOR AZIMAH ABDUL
RAHIM
PAGE Malaysia
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Angin Kencang, Laut Bergelora Sehingga
Isnin

KUALA LUMPUR, 17 Feb (Bernama) -- Angin kencang Timur Laut berkelajuan 40 hingga
50km sejam dengan ombak mencapai ketinggian sehingga 3.5 meter dijangka berlaku di
kawasan perairan Pantai Timur, Johor Timur, Sarawak, Wilayah Persekutuan Labuan dan
Pedalaman, Pantai Barat dan Kudat, Sabah mulai hari ini hingga Isnin.

Dalam satu kenyataan hari ini, Jabatan Meteorologi Malaysia berkata keadaan yang sama juga
dijangka berlaku di kawasan perairan Samui, Tioman, Bunguran, Reef South, Kuching, Palawan
dan Labuan.

"Keadaan angin kencang dan laut bergelora ini berbahaya kepada bot-bot kecil, rekreasi laut dan
sukan laut," menurut kenyataan itu.

Sementara itu, keadaan di kawasan perairan Condore, Reef North dan Layang-Layang berubah
daripada amaran kategori pertama dengan angin bertiup pada kelajuan 50 hingga 60km sejam

dengan ombak mencapai ketinggian sehingga 4.5m.

-- BERNAMA
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Dua Sarjan Polis Ditahan SPRM Negeri Sembilan

SEREMBAN, 17 Feb (Bernama) -- Suruhanjaya Pencegahan Rasuah Malaysia (SPRM) Negeri
Sembilan menahan dua anggota polis dipercayai meminta dan menerima rasuah daripada seorang
suspek berhubung kesalahan berkaitan dadah.

Pengarah SPRM Negeri Sembilan Datuk Shaharom Nizam Abd Manap berkata kedua-dua sarjan
polis berusia 28 dan 30 tahun itu ditahan berhampiran sebuah restoran di Temiang di sini, pada
7.30 petang tadi.

"Kedua-dua mereka yang bertugas di Bahagian Siasatan Jenayah Narkotik Ibu Pejabat Polis
Daerah Seremban, ditahan selepas pengadu yang berusia 36 tahun dan bekerja sebagai buruh
binaan membuat aduan bahawa anggota polis terbabit meminta RM2,800, sebelum dia
menyerahkan RM500.

"Mereka disyaki meminta dan menerima wang daripada pengadu untuk menukar keputusan ujian
daripada Jabatan Kimia kepada negatif ke atas sampel dadah," katanya kepada Bernama di sini,
hari ini.

Beliau berkata permohonan reman akan dibuat esok, dan siasatan dijalankan mengikut Seksyen
17 (a) Akta Suruhanjaya Pencegahan Rasuah Malaysia 2009.

-- BERNAMA
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Pengimport Peralatan Elektrik Sarawak Diminta
Patuhi Standard Suruhanjaya Tenaga

KUCHING, 17 Feb (Bernama) -- Pengimport peralatan elektrik terkawal Sarawak yang berhasrat
untuk memasarkan produk mereka ke Sabah dan Semenanjung Malaysia perlu memenuhi standard
yang ditetapkan oleh Suruhanjaya Tenaga (ST).

Menteri Pembangunan Perindustrian Negeri Datuk Amar Awang Tengah Ali Hasan berkata,
suruhanjaya itu adalah pengawal label keselamatan di Sabah dan Semenanjung, manakala di
Sarawak, ia dikawal selia oleh Unit Inspektorat Elektrik (EIU).

"Kedua-dua label standard yang dikeluarkan oleh badan-badan pengesahan yang sama, iaitu SIRIM
QAS International Sdn Bhd, badan pensijilan kebangsaan tertua dan terbesar dalam negara.

"Saya gembira untuk menyatakan bahawa terdapat satu pengiktirafan bersama bagi kedua-dua label
melalui MoU dengan kerjasama pihak-pihak yang terlibat dan ditandatangani oleh kerajaan negeri
dan ST di Kota Kinabalu pada November tahun lepas," katanya.

Beliau berkata demikian ketika melancarkan Label Keselamatan SIRIM-EIU dan seminar mengenai
penguatkuasaan peralatan elektrik terkawal di Sarawak, yang dihadiri lebih 50 pengimport, di sini
hari ini.

Awang Tengah berkata ST dan EIU mempunyai proses penguatkuasaan yang berkesan untuk

mengawal selia import serta pembuatan dan peruncitan peralatan elektrik dikawal.

Beliau berkata pengiktirafan bersama akan membuka jalan kepada pengimport dan pengeluar untuk
meluaskan pasaran mereka ke Sabah dan Semenanjung.

Selain label keselamatan, beliau berkata pengimport yang perlu mendapatkan Standard Prestasi
Tenaga Minimum (MEPS) yang baru-baru ini diperkenalkan oleh ST untuk lima jenis produk untuk
mengawal selia kecekapan tenaga.

Beliau berkata ini adalah untuk penyaman udara, lampu, kipas, televisyen dan peti sejuk.

Awang Tengah berkata setakat ini 112 pengimport peralatan elektrik berdaftar dengan EIU.

Beliau berkata kementerian negeri ini akan meningkatkan hubungan baik dengan Jabatan Kastam
Diraja bagi memastikan bahawa semua peralatan elektrik dikawal yang diimport diberikan permit
import yang mematuhi piawaian keselamatan.

Dalam ucapannya sebelum itu, Pengarah Urusan SIRIM QAS International Khalidah Mustafa

menyeru orang ramai supaya membeli peralatan elektrik dengan label kelulusan SIRIM untuk
memastikannya memenuhi standard kualiti dan keselamatannya.

-- BERNAMA



