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PRESS RELEASE 

 

 

DECISION OF THE MINISTRY BASED ON THE EXECUTIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE 

REPORT ON THE OPERATION OF THE LYNAS ADVANCED MATERIALS PLANT 

(LAMP) IN GEBENG, PAHANG 

 

 

 

PUTRAJAYA, 4 December 2018 – The Ministry of Energy, Science, Technology, 

Environment and Climate Change would like to extend its sincerest appreciation and 

thanks to the Executive Review Committee on the Operations of the Lynas Advanced 

Materials Plant (LAMP). The committee has completed its detailed report in a 

scientific, objective and transparent manner and has submitted to the Ministry as 

scheduled.  

 

The Ministry notes that many issues were raised in the Review Committee’s report and 

is of the view that the issues arising from the management of the waste residue from 

LAMP should be given priority to ensure the wellbeing of the community and the 

environment.  

 

The Ministry views seriously the current accumulation of the two primary residues at the 

LAMP site namely, Water Leached Purification Residue (WLP) totalling 451,564 metric 

tonnes and Neutralization Underflow Residue (NUF) totalling 1.113 million metric 

tonnes.  

 

Details of these accumulated residues are as follows: 

 

i. WLP is a solid waste containing naturally-occurring radioactive material (NORM) 

with a radioactivity of 6.2 Bq/g. With radioactivity exceeding 1Bq/g, the management of 

this residue is regulated by the Atomic Energy Licensing Board (AELB) in accordance to 

the Atomic Energy Licensing Act 1984 (Act 304) as well as other associated regulations. 

The existing Temporary Storage Licence is valid from 3 September 2016 until 2 

September 2019.  

 

ii. NUF is categorised as a scheduled waste. The management of this residue is 

regulated by the Department of Environment (DOE) in accordance to the Environmental 
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Quality Act 1974 under Rule 9 of the Environmental Quality Regulations (Scheduled 

Waste) 2005. The current approval for temporary storage under Rule 9 (6) and Rule 9 

(7) of the Environmental Quality Regulations (Scheduled Waste) 2005 is valid from 1 

November 2018 until 15 February 2019.  

 

The Ministry notes that the on-site residue has been accumulated for SIX years since 

the beginning of operations in 2012 and has been stored at the LAMP temporary  

Residue Storage Facility (RSF).   

 

The Ministry has compared how Lynas’ waste management is regulated in Malaysia 

vis-à-vis other companies :- 

 

i. For the temporary storage of NORM using an open landfill storage system, 

AELB records show that other companies store far less NORM residue and 

for far shorter periods of time compared to LAMP.  

 

ii. For the temporary storage of scheduled waste, companies regulated by the 

DOE must comply with Rule 9 (5) of the Environmental Quality Regulations 

(Scheduled Waste) 2005, which states that the quantity of scheduled wastes 

accumulated on site shall not exceed 20 metric tonnes and cannot be stored 

on site beyond 180 days.   

 

The Ministry is concerned about the increasing amount of accumulated residue at its 

open landfill temporary site (Attachment 1) as it is exposed to the threat of natural 

disasters such as major flooding. The risks to the surrounding communities and 

environment will increase as the amount of accumulated residue grows.  

 

The Ministry notes that Lynas Malaysia Sdn. Bhd. (Lynas Malaysia) is conducting 

research into the potential recycling of WLP and NUF residues as a soil conditioner 

named Condisoil. However, having received expert opinions, the Review Committee 

reports that the duration of the studies was insufficient to conclude on the safety of 

using Condisoil. The Ministry agrees with the Review Committee’s recommendation 

(Attachment 2) that long-term studies can be conducted without the use of WLP 

residue.  

 

The Ministry is concerned with the increasing risk arising from the continued 

accumulation of residue without a viable solution to manage its accumulation in the 

near-term. For this reason, the Ministry will not allow the unlimited accumulation of 

residue at LAMP.  

 

In this regard, the following pre-conditions will be applied to Lynas Malaysia for 

future licences/permission renewals: 
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i. The accumulated WLP residue, which contains radioactive materials, must 

be removed from Malaysia. (Note: the existing temporary storage licence 

expires on 2 September 2019.) The Ministry notes that Lynas Corporation 

Ltd., Australia (Lynas Australia) and Lynas Malaysia Sdn. Bhd. (Lynas 

Malaysia) had each presented letters of undertaking dated 23 February 

2012 and 6 March 2012 respectively (see Attachment 3) indicating their 

commitment to remove LAMP residue from Malaysia, if necessary.  

 

ii. For the non-radioactive NUF scheduled waste, LAMP shall submit an 

action plan on the disposal of its accumulated wastes before it will be 

considered for future applications under Rule 9 (6) and 9 (7) of the 

Environmental Quality Regulations (Scheduled Waste) 2005. (Note: the 

current approval for the storage of scheduled wastes is valid until 15 February 

2019).  

 

The Ministry is confident that this decision will help further ensure the wellbeing of the 

community and the environment.  

 

The public can access the Review Committee’s full report – Laporan Jawatankuasa 

Eksekutif Penilaian Operasi Lynas Advanced Material Plant (LAMP), at 

https://tinyurl.com/laporanlamp. 

 

 

-END- 

 

 

 

APPENDIX: 

Attachment  1: Image of  LAMP’s Residue Storage Facility (RSF) 

Attachment 2: Concluding notes of the Jawatankuasa Eksekutif Penilaian Operasi 

Lynas Advanced Material Plant (LAMP) 

Attachment  3: Letter of Undertaking from Lynas Malaysia Sdn Bhd to AELB 
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